August Board Meeting

LWVGB

August 6, 2006

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 2:10 PM by President Yvonne Brakefield.  Attendees included:  Cissy Bennett, Yvonne Brakefield, Naancy Ekberg, Kaydee Erdreich-Bremen, Kate Long, Sarah McDonald, Beverly Nelson, Cary Page, Ginny Randolph, Paulette Rowe, Carol Ann Vaughn

Administrative Activities

a) Sarah gave a general treasurer’s report and explained there would be some discrepancies until the change-over from last year’s treasurer was complete.

b) Sarah explained to everyone about the difference in Education funds and League (PMP) funds.  She suggests that any expense generated by a board member should be submitted for reimbursement, and in a timely manner.

c) Nancy will ask Judith Hand to become an off-board member, possibly as the facilitator in pulling together a LWV history of Birmingham.

We agreed to ask Leonette Slay to serve as an off-board member responsible for environmental issues and updates.

d) Yvonne suggested we audit the books yearly.  We will remind the treasurer in Oct. to initiate this.

Policy Review

The motion was made, seconded, and passed to adopt the LWVGB Nonpartisan Policy Statement

Goals and Strategies

a) Voter Service:  

1)  Ginny reported on the progress of the Candidate’s Forum we are 

planning.  Both gubernatorial candidates have been invited to the Wright Center at Samford U. on Oct 5.  Several ideas were mentioned for possible co-sponsors, including the Junior League.  Ginny thinks the forum should be featured when we undertake a financial drive.

2)  The board voted to accept Hadasseh’s invitation to be a co-sponsor of their Judicial Forum, providing we approve their rules of engagement.

     b)  Possible Programs and Issues:

1. The Courts and the Judicial Selection Process in Alabama. Cary suggested 

    Boots Gale as a speaker for this.


2  Immigration.  We’ll look at this after the first of the year.


3. Constitutional Reform.  We will again be asking members to call ACCR and 

                offer to volunteer in the effort to get new legislation introduced for 2007.


4.  County Commission vs. County Manager issue was suggested as a meeting 

     topic.


5.  The Water Board and how it works was suggested as a meeting topic.


6.  Public transit.  Kaydee offered to be the front person for the league on this 

                issue.

Portfolio Assignments


a)  All current assignments will remain in force as stated in the agenda.  Betty 

                 Warnock will be co-chair of voter services again.


b)  Yvonne mentioned the possibility of an Advocacy chair.  No action was taken


c)  Leonette will be asked to take on Environmental issues

Committee Assignments:  One board member is appointed to each committee


a) Nominating – Nancy Ekberg


b) Budget – Kate Long


c) By-laws – Sarah McDonald


d) Public relations :  No standing committee yet.  Nancy will ask Linda Verin, 

                 Rhonda Heathcox, and Eva Click if they will help with this.


e)  Observer Corps – We need a committee to find observers.  Currently the 

                 Jefferson Co. Commission is the only group observed (by Nancy and Beverly).  

                 Nancy will ask Ann Smith and Judith Hand if they will be on this committee. 


f)  Health care – Paulette is the off-board chair; Kate Long is the board member


g)  Arrangements – Cissy Bennett 

Calendar Planning


a)  Board Meetings will be the first Wed. of the month at 6:00 starting Sept. 6. 

                 Carol Ann is checking with Samford for a meeting place.


b)  Deadline for submissions to THE Voter is noon on Sunday following each 

                 board meeting.


c)  New Member Orientation will be done by Nancy.  Kaydee suggested putting

                 information about LWV in the public libraries.


d)  General Meetings will be the 4th Thursday of the month at the Homewood 

                  library at 6:00 unless otherwise noted:



Sept., 6:00, the Cantina.  An informational meeting for new, old, and 

                              potential members



Oct. 5th (Thurs.).  Forum for gubernatorial candidates



Oct. 29th (Sunday).  The Hadassah Judicial Forum 



Nov. – no monthly meeting



Dec. 2nd (Sat.), Holiday luncheon: Congressman Artur Davis?



Jan. – speaker on the County manager vs. County Commission issue?



Feb –  Independent Judiciary:  Boots Gale?



March – speaker on immigration issues?



April – annual business meeting; dinner/location TBA



May – environmental field trip?  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 PM

