November Board Meeting

LWVGB

November 1, 2006

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:07 PM by President Yvonne Brakefield.  Attendees were Cissy Bennett, Kaydee Erdreich-Bremen, Jean Johnson, Kate Long, Cary Page, and Ginny Randolph 

Administrative Activities

   a)  The October minutes were approved and  accepted into the record.

   b)  The Treasurer was not present and did not send the monthly report to be reviewed.

   c)  Ginny and Yvonne attended the Candidate’s Forum in Montgomery as reported in the Voter 

        Service Report for this month.

        Judy Hand is helping Yvonne organize the League archives. 

Old Business

   About 10-12 League members attended the Hadassah Candidates Forum on Oct. 22.  The forum was well presented and well attended.  Hadassah thanked the League for participating.  Yvonne suggested we might work with them again in the future.

New business

   a)  The Voter Service Report was submitted and reviewed by Ginny.  (See attached).  In particular, Ginny emphasized:  1)  recommending that the state board meet with the new Secretary of State soon after the elections to talk about making absentee voting easier  2)  begin planning a Mayor Candidates Forum soon after the first of the year  3)  placing an ad for new members in anything paid for by general, non-educational League funds, ie., Fingertips  4)  recruiting volunteers to start gathering contact information for new legislators in January, with publication of such in March.

        The 4 Voter Service proposals as listed in the report were unanimously approved.

   b)  Jean reported on the status of our website.  We now have a new domain name:  www.lwvgb.org .  The cost for the new hosting package is $119.50 per year and includes 50 e-mail addresses.  Each board member has the address:  (first initial)(last name)@lwvgb.org  

Any password needed will be “alconref”.  Jean reminded us that if we publish our e-mail address, we need to check it regularly.

   c)  The Holiday party will be at The Club, #1 Stateroom, on Dec. 2 at 11:30 AM.  The cost will be $16.50.  All members and their invited guests are welcome.  Rep. Artur Davis will speak about public transportation and make comments about the congressional election results.

   d)  The January membership meeting will be on the 25th (time to be decided).  Ginny will contact members of the Shelby Co. Commission to speak about the transition to a County Manager form of government.

   e)  Sarah asked Yvonne to remind the board that we should not hand out or inadvertently expose our membership list to the public.

   f)  There will be no December Board meeting

November VOTER Planning

   a)  Articles for submission:  Holiday luncheon/ Artur Davis biography

                  


Oct. 18 Transit Town Hall Meeting Report





Award to League by Jefferson County Commission





New web page 





Dot Baker honored at the UN Day dinner

   b)  Articles for submission to the VOTER are due to Beverly by Sunday, Nov. 5 at noon .

Announcements

   a)  Kaydee is giving a copy of Fingertips to a newly formed transportation group composed of lay citizens. 

   b)  The Mountain Brook position on the Transportation Advisory Commission is still vacant.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM.

Voters Service 2006-07

Co-chairs:  Virginia Randolph and Betty Warnock

Activites:

	Alabama Government at Your Fingertips  revise and distribute
	after November 7, 2006 election
	Judith Hand 

New members
	In progress

Need volunteers now

	Voter Registration  

	Episcopal Place
	Oct 18
	Betty Warnock
	In progress

	Stokin the Fire BBQ at Sloss Furnace
	August 26  2-4
	Cissy Bennett, Kate Long 
	Completed

	Clay Chalkville High School 
	August 29  Noon
	
	No volunteers 

	O’Neal Steel 
	October 3,   10-1pm
	Kathryn Kerchof and Ida Tyree Hyche
	Completed

	St. Martins in the Pines
	October 25
	Betty Warnock
	Completed

	Candidate Forum

	Governor Candidate Forum
	October 5
	
	Invitation Declined by Candidates

	Candidate Forum for Chief Justice of Supreme Court, Lt. Governor, Secretary of State and Jefferson County Probate Judge
	October 22  4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
	Betty Warnock served on the Question Committee

Yvonne Brakefield hosted a table
	Completed

	Assist the Jefferson County Registrar’s Office during the November general election
	November 7
	Kaydee E Bremen

Ida T Hyche; Judith Hand

Kathy Bransinger
	email sent seeking volunteers – have 3

	Distribute Facts and Issues (Legislative Study) from the State League
	
	
	

	Work with Birmingham Southern for Women of Distinction event.
	
	Betty Warnock
	

	Distribute LWVAL Facts and Issues related to the Alabama Legislature Study.
	
	Yvonne provided some to a group of touring Russian women
	

	Send PSA’s on registration, absentee ballots and voting to radio/tv stations.
	Between October 5 and October 10
	
	Sent


Received a Proclamation from the Jefferson County Commission on October 24th.  Acknowledgement of the League’s long term contribution to citizen participation in elections.

Proposals:

1. Recommend to the LWVAL that the issue of absentee ballots be a study item with an outcome, if possible, of making absentee voting open for more reasons to allow people to vote easier/easier access and if possible in a simpler manner

2. Recommend to the LWVAL that as soon after November 7 we meet with the winner of the Secretary of State race and begin dialog regarding early voting/absentee voting and any other issues.

3. Recommend that LWVGB begin planning for a Birmingham Mayor Candidate forum in September 2007 and that the planning include collaboration with groups such as Catalyst, Rotaract, Hadassah, Samford Women’s Leadership Center and Cumberland School of Law, Operation New Birmingham and others who are non-partisan.

4. Recommend that LWVGB develop and print area specific membership flier with Betty Warnock designing and input from Nancy Ekberg and others.

Questions:
1. Do we want to place an “ad” for membership in our next edition of Fingertips?

2. Suggest 2-3 new members who should be approached to work on Fingertips
